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AN ORDINATION SERMON... 
4 ERO0THY,M = 


| But watch thou in all things; endure 
 affliftions, do the work of an Evange- 


b lift, make full proof of thy Miniſry.”. 


E primitive happineſs and dignity 
Þ ; 3 4 K 5 
gang g ot man, conſiſted in an intimate ac- 
255 'E 185 quaintance with Gop, and confor- 
3+ 


28925 mity to his moral perfections. The 


ge. great miſery of human nature, in- 
troduced by the apoſtacy, is blindneſs to the moral 
beauty and excellency of things ſpiritual and di- 
vine, and averſion to holineſs. Inſtead of delight 
and complacency in Gor, we are altenated from 
him, at enmity with him; ſo that unleſs this blind- 
neſs. be removed, and the unholy heart changed, 
we muſt neceſſarily remain morally blind in the 
preſent world, and finally periſh in the horrors of 

| eternal 


6 AN ORDINATION SERMON. 
eternal deadneſs. But glory be to Gop in the 


higheſt ! who was pleaſed, by his infinite wifdom, 


4 ower, to find out and effect a remedy, 
for ſome of the fallen race redemption from miſery 
and recovery to happineſs and peace with himſelf. 


For this end, Gop ſent his eternal Sox, to viſit 
this benighted world with divine light. He came 
to reveal the grace of the FATRHER, to the children 
of men; and by coming a light into the world, 
among other important ends, removed external 


darkneſs ; gave a clearer revelation of Gop, and 


his will to mankind ; and appointed a goſpel mi- 
niſtry, under the influence of the HoLy Sp1kiT, to 
open blind eyes, and bring men from darkneſs 
into marvelous hght. In this buſineſs, divine 
wiſdom hath choſe to improve men like ourſelves, 
embaſſadors for ChRISTH, in his name, to invite ſin- 
ners to be reconciled to Gop. This treaſure is put 
in earthen veſſels ; that the excellency of the power may 
appear to be from God, The work of the goſpel 
miniſtry is moſt arduous, high and noble, and it is 
a matter of the greateſt importance, that it be faith- 
fully performed; for the honor of CHRIST, and the 
eternal intereſt of men depend thereon. Therefore 
the apoſtle emphatically exclaims, Who is ſufficient 
for theſe things ! Of the ſame import, we find a 


moſt ſolemn charge given to Timothy, in the begin- 
ning of our context, calculated to ſtir him up to di- 


ligence, conſtancy and faithfulneſs, in diſcharge of 


the various duties, of the important truſt repoſed in 


him I charge thee therefore, before Gop and the 
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AN ORDINATION SERMON. * 
Lon Jzsuvs Cunisr, whe ſhall judgs Jai juoge 
. — — 


and the dead, at bis appearing 
the ward, be infant in fra in ſeaſan — aut of feafon, ra- 


prove, rebuke, exbart, with all long. ſuffering aud das- 


mine. Preach the word, the pure word of Gop ; 
and not the cunningly deviſed fables and traditions, 
which ſpring from the wit and fancy of a corrupt 
mind. Preach the word, the law of God, and the 
goſpel of Ixsus CnresT, as it is exhibited in the 

criptures, to deliver fallen men from the ruin of 
their apoſtacy, and reſtore them to holinefs and 
peace with Gop, by faith in CnxIsr, the great 


REDEEMER, Be inflow n ſaaſon and out of bee, 


reprove, rebuke, exbort.. Continue in this work with 
courage, boldneſs, patience and faithfulneſs, Shun 
no proper opportunity of diſpenſing the ſweet ſa- 
vour of the knowledge of CHRIS r. sr. This do, in this 
abide ; as you regard the love and favour of Gop, 


as you would approve yourſelf, a good ſteward of 


the myſteries of the Moſt Higb, whoſe omniſcient 
eye is on you; as you will anſwer at the great day, 


at the appearing and kingdom of your glorious Tudge. 


Then ſucceed the words of m 5 text, in which he ex- 
e 


to encounter. * 
als and afflictions, with a goſpel temper ; to dot 


work ofanevangelift, or faithful miniſterof Curtsr. 


An evangeliſt was a miniſter of the goſpel, Join- 
ed to the apoſtles, as an aſſiſtant in preaching the 


goſpel, and eſtabliſhing the churches. My text 


may be thus paraphraſed. The work in which you 
are en gaged is great, the duty of your office 


very 


pion ee” nt hes nn 4 7] 
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very extenfive, and 1ts nature ſuch, as'will likely 
involve you in many unexpected- tryals and afflicti- 
ons; but that none of theſe things may move or di- 
vert you, ſhake off drowfineſs, fulfil the duties of 
your ſtation. Make full proof of your miniſtry. - So 
fulfil it, as not only to eſcape the reproaches of your 
own conſcience, and the juſt cenſures of men; but 
that you may be approved and accepted by Gov. . 


I wiLL endeavour to 1lluſtrate the following a 7 
poſitions, in my preſent diſcourſe, . 


I. Taz work of the Miniſtry is a great and dim, 
cult work, attended with many trials and 
diſcouragements. 


II. Snew in what manner Miniſters of the goſ. 
pel, notwithſtanding all impediments, are 
faithfully to fulfil their Miniſtry. 


III. It is a matter of the greateſt importance, 
that Miniſters of ChRIsr, faithfully fulfil 
their Miniſtry, or in the phraſe of * | 
make full proof of it. I am, 


I. To ſhew that the work of the. Miniſtry. is a - 


great and difficult work; attended with many tri- 
als and diſcouragements. On this conſideration, 
we have the exhortations in our text, to watch in all 


things, and endure affiiftion. The ſolemnity of the 
charge, given to preach the word, plainly intimates 
the greatneſs and difficulty of the work. The apoſ- 
tle being well acquainted with human nature; 


| knowing how apt, even good men are to ſink in 


time 
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time of ſevere trial; underſtanding the bad conſe- 
quences of betraying the cauſe of CarisT : thought 
proper to warn Timothy, and in him all miniſters of 
the goſpel, to watch, and ſtand equipped with the 
whole armour of Gop, as chriſtian heroes, prepar- 
ed to encounter the ſevereſt trials. 


Tux truth of the propoſition will appear from 
the following conſiderations. 


1, Taz nature of the work: Tt is: converſant 
with the deep things of Gop, and the eternal in- 


tereſt of immortal ſouls.— Many think the buſi- 
neſs of the Miniſter light, eaſy, and not attended 


with any diſtreſſing cares, fears and labour, It is 
true, that the work at many tunes, and on many 


accounts, is moſt pleaſant and delightſome. 


. Bur, they who think the life, a life of eaſe, and 


earnal pleaſure, entertain a miſtaken notion. Paul 


ſpeaks another language; Having mentioned ma- 
ny. outward trials, he ſaith, Zefide thoſe things that 
ere without, that which cometh on me daily, the care 
of all the Churches. * Intimating by this the inward 


care and concern of CHRIST's Miniſters, for the 


ſpiritual welfare of. their people, a care that. is 
often moſt preſſing and intenſe. The work, 
when duly attended, requires much hard. ſtudy, 


and the cloſeſt application of. thought, by which 


the ſtrength is naturally exhauſted, and the ſpirits 
waſted. There is difficulty in inveſtigating and 
| underſtanding 
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underſtanding the will of ChxISTNJ; ſtill greater 


difficulty in knowing how rightly to divide 
word of truth, and give every one his proportion 
in due ſeaſon. For a man to take care of his own 
vineyard, to watch for his own ſoul, is an ardy- 


ous taſk; ſtill more arduous when he has added. 


to this, the care and charge of others. Miniſters 
of the Church, muſt not take heed for themſelves 
only, they muſt watch for the ſouls of their peo- 
ple, as thoſe who are to give an account. + 


2, Tx greatneſs and difficulty of the miniſterial. 


fervice, appears from the oppoſition, and many 


diſcouraging circumſtances, which attend the diſ- 


charge of their office. 


| PrEAcurRs of the Goſpel, are engaged in a ſpi- 
ritual warfare, in common with all other Chriſ- 
tians---they have to contend with their own wick- - 
ed hearts---they have to contend with the World, 
the Fleſh; and the Devil. Tho' they are by office 


Angels, they are by nature Men liable to like paſ- 


ſions ſubject to like temptations; ſo that they 


are often funk with diſcouragements, and feel un- 


able to perform the duties to which they are called. 
But this is not the whole of their unhappineſs,— 
they meet with many diſcouragements and much op- 
poſition from without. It is their buſineſs, in a ſpe- 


cial manner, to engage in a warfare with the ſins and 
Iuſts of men; to deſtroy the power of Satan, and 77 
| D 
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7 Heb. xiii. 17. 
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Bh;fb the kingdom of Chrift thereon, tv enlighten the un- 
rg, and the ignorant, turn men from darkneſs to 
Te 


light, and from the influence of Satan unto the lving 
Cod. 1 Hence it comes to paſs, that faithful 


Miniſters are by many deſpiſed and hated, more 
than any others in the world. If they wall 
diſpence with men's luſts, daub with untem- 
pered mortar, propheſy. ſmooth tliings, and Reep 
at a diſtance from conſcience; they may poſſibly 
8 - eſcape the reproach and ſfander of many tungues: 
but if they deal plainly with mankind) for their 
iniquities, and let them know the neceſſity of di- 
vorcing all their luſts, of turning to God on the 
humbling holy terms of the Goſpel; by faich in 
Jeſus Chriſt; in a word, if they inform them, that 
they. muſt deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, that they 
muſt live -ſoberly, righteouſly- and godly: in this pre- 
ſent world; & according to the apoſtolic direction; 
they will. ſoon feel the ſeverity of reproach, and 


lit will be happy, if their perſons and perfor- 


mances are not the common ridicule of the pro- 
phane and abandoned. Thus performing their 
duty, by many they will be treated no better than 
our Lokxp, who was called a man glutunous, a 
wine biber, and à friend to publicans and ſmners ;, or 
John, his friend, «obo <vas ſaidito have à. Devil. 


3, Uxsvcexssrulxxss is another great diſcour- 

agement that attends the miniſterial ſervice. 

Warn Minifters have exerted all their abilities, 
| for 


t Acts xx vi. 18, Tit. Ui. 12. 
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for the good of their people; endeavoured faithfully 
their inſtruction, reformation and converſion to 
Gop, and find but little, or no good fruit of their 
labour; when all ſeems as water ſpilt on the 
ground; their people declining from Gop, and 
growing worſe, rather than better; the proſpect 
muſt be diſheartening, and will oblige them to a- 
dopt the mournful complaint of the Prophet, 
T have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my_ſtrength 
for nought and in vain. Though diſcouraging re- 
fleftions of this kind, ſhould not be tolerat- 
ed; there appears nothing ſtrange in their ariſ- 
ing, when we conſider the conſtitution of human 
nature. In all the affairs of human life fruitleſs 


labour promotes diſcouragement. 


To conclude this head of diſcourſe, the accounts 
we have in Gop's word, of the .greatneſs of the | 1 
work, and the treatment the Miniſters of CHRIST 
have received in paſt ages; the unexempled trials : 
they have felt, and the ſevere reproaches caſt on | - 
them by the enemies of virtue; in addition to 
this, things of the ſame nature, which fall under | 
the obſervation of every judicious obſerver, who 
will open his eyes, and behold the chriſtian world 
in its preſent ſtate, are enough to convince every 
one of the truth now under conſideration.-----By | 
this view of the miniſterial ſervice, we are led to a 
melancholy reflection, that by our ſin and abuſe of 
divine grace, a work containing one principal in- 

ſtituted | 
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ſtituted means of the converſion and ſalvation of 
ſinners, ſhould be attended with ſo many diſcou- 


ragements and impending circumſtances. 


IT. I am to ſhew in what manner Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, notwithſtanding all impediments, are 
faithfully to fulfil their Miaiftry. | 


Every part of the miniſterial work, in ſome 
way, directly reſpects the honour of God, and the 
intereſt of immortal man; therefore it is important, 
that this work be faithfully performed, more than 
any other in the world. Before I ſpeak directly 
of the poſitive duties of office, to be diſcharged by 


Miniſters of CnzrsT; I will mention ſome qualifi- 


cations, that ſhould attend and accompany them 
in their ſacred employment. 8 


1. TAE Miniſter of Cn RIS ſhould be furniſned 
with a good degree of knowledge and underſtand- 
ing, educated and fitted for ſervice, before he 
engages in the ſacred work.----In the preſent day, 
we may not expect preparation by a miracle; but 
it muſt be obtained by ſtudy, labour, and induſ- 
try; by cloſe and frequent examination of the 
word of God, the great repoſitory of knowledge, 
the moſt uſeful and ſacred; that there may be un- 


derſtanding of Gop's will, and ability rightly to 
divide the word of truth, and give every one his 


E in due ſeaſon. Tho' ſome may deny 
human literature, and eſteem it an unneceſſary 


part of the furniture of a Goſpel Miniſter; yet it 
appears that Paul * otherwiſe; for when he 


Was 
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was giving the qualifications of a Biſhop, he ſays, 
he muſt be apt to teach, which cannot be, without 
knowledge and ability for that - purpoſe ; 1 3 
Hence we find him exhorting Timothy to ue 
acquirement of knowledge, that he might be 
qualified for the holy employment, *:ill 7. come, 
give attendance to reading, exhortation and "dofFrine, 
meditate on theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them, 
that thy profiting may appear unto all. 4 Moreo- 
ver, a great degree of ignorance is inconſiſtent 
with the very nature of the miniſter's buſineſs, it 
is his buſineſs to open, explain, illuſtrate, and 
defend the great doctrines of chriſtianity, in a 
familiar manner; to ſet them before the mind in 
the clear light of Revelation and right reaſon. 
It is his buſineſs, not only to defend the doc- 
trines of CHRIS, but confute ſuch. as oppoſe 
themſelves to the truth; hence it is ſaid, 2 Bee P 
muſt hold faſt the faithful word, as be hath receive 

that he may be able by ſound dofirine, to exhort and 


convince the gain-ſayers, for there are many unruly and | 


vain talkers, whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped. Þ 


2. Hz muſt be ſent by Chriſt, or regularly 
introduced to the work. 


CHRIS r is the ſovereign 1 Lawgiver, Head, 
and King of the church; and all officers and 
ordinances in the church, are of his appointment 
and inſtitution; therefore it is ſuitable, that ſuch 

as 


— . 
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as are put into office, ſhould be inducted agree. 
able to his revealed will, our only directory in 
the caſe. None are Miniſters of CaRIsT, but. 
what are called, qualified, and by him admitted 


labourers in the Lon s Vineyard. 


Tun Apoſtles, and extraordinary officers of 
the church were introduced to their work, ia an 
extraordinary way and manner; the ordinary mi- 
niſters of CHRIS, in a common and ordinary way: 
Yet, the latter, as truly by CHRIST, and as much 
according to his will, as the former. It is true, 
they are put into office. by the inftrumentality of 
men; but this is according to the pattern delivered 
to us in the word of God, by faſting, prayer, and 


the laying en of the hands of the Preſbytery, who are 


officers of CHRIST, for-this-buſines. : In this tranſ 


action, they act by his appointment, by the com- 


miſſion and authority with which they are inveſt- 
ed; ſo that every Miniſter, thus ſet apart, acts 
by divine authority, and is introduced ts office by 
Chriſt himſelf. It is the greateſt pref! ption in 
any, to aſſume this character to themſelves, un- 
leſs they can give evidence of their miſſion, from 
the Head of the Church. For no man taketh this 
honour to himſelf, but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron; ſo alſo CHRIST glorified not higgſelf to be made 
an Hi gh Prieſt, but be hat ſaid unto him, this day. 
have I begotten thee. *- 


, Ir. is * that a Miniſter ſhould be 
Lethal 
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faithful to his own ſoul; or have a ſaving and ex- 


perimental acquaintance with CHRIST, and the 


Power of divine grace, on his own heart. 


Tus is evident, from the principal end and de- 


fgn of the goſpel miniſtry, which is to ſubſerve the 
converſion, ſanctification, and eternal ſalvation of 


finners, by eſpouſing them to CarisT the divine 


Head and Huſband of the Church. For this end it is 


that the peculiar beauty, excellence and glory of the 


REDEEMER, which are very influential on the mind, 


and known only by experience, ſhould be diſplay- 


ed. The minds of all, teachers as well as others, are 
by nature blind. Without a ſpiritual and ſupernatu- 
ral renovation of the heart, they will think, if not ſay, 


in the language of the Prophet, here is no form, come- 
kneſs or beauty in CHRIST, that they ſhould deſire him. 


How can a Miniſter without a ſaving knowledge of 
the Redeemer, be ſuppoſed faithfully to fulfil his mi- 
niſtry? Can a man be faithful to the ſouls of others, 
and to his God, who is unfaithful to his own ſoul? 
Can any one he properly concerned and animated for 


the intereſt of others, who doth not regard his own in- 
tereſt? Will ſuch as neglect the great ſalvation for 
themſelves, be ſolicitous whether others are ſaved or 


not? I do not ſay, that ſanctifying grace is abſolutely 
neceſſary, forthe conſtitution of a lawful, viſible mi- 


niſter of the church; but it is certainly neceſſary, both 
for their own perſonal ſafety, and to conſtitute an ac- 


compliſhed and faithful miniſter.----To this pur- 


poſe, are the words of our glorious Lok to Peter, 
whom he was about to ſend forth to execute the mi- 


niſterial 
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niſterial ſervice. * Simon, Son of Fcras, loveſt thou me? 
The queſtion was repeated to Peter no leſs than three 
times; notwithſtanding a direct anſwer was given at 
the firſt propoſal, and that without any aſſuming airs 
of pride and oſtentation, but becoming ſeriouſ- 


neſs, and humility. Tea, LORD, ſaid he, thou know- 


et that I love thee, and the third time, he modeſt- 
ly appealed to the omniſcience of CHRIST, LORD, 
thou knoweſs all things, thou knoweſt that I love thee. 
'The uſe made of theſe words, ſhew us, that it 1s 
a matter of great importance, that a teacher of the 
Church, have a chief and ſupreme love for CHRIST, 

for it was on Peter's ſolemn appeal to him, who 


knew the ſincerity of his -heart, and truth of his 


love; that he committed to him the care of feed- 
ing the ſheep and lambs of his fold. Indeed, with- 
out ſanctifying grace, it ſeems a miniſter muſt 
be deficient in every part of his work; for how- 
ever well he may be accompliſhed in other re- 
ſpects, he wants the chief ſpring of motion and 
activity, love to the Lord Jesus CHRIST. Su- 
preme love to Gop, promotes love to the ſouls of 
men, a deep concern to honour Gop, and ſerve. 
the intereſt of the REDEEMER's kingdom ;----this 
furniſhes a Miniſter with a rational and fervent. 


I zeal, arms him with courage, and ſupplies him 


with reſolution in the work of the Lond. The 
words of the Apoſtle intimate this, for whether ſaith 
he, we be befide ourſelves, it is ta God, or whether. 
we be ſober, it is for your cauſe; for the love of 
CHRIST conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that. 


WW 


John i. 15, 16, 17, F. Cor. x. 13, 14* 
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if one died for all, then were all dead. Love to 
CHRIST hath a conſtraining influence on the mind, 
and. diſpoſes to a ready, chearful performance of 
every duty, tho' attended with the greateſt dif- 


ficulty. An experimental acquaintance with the 
grace of Gop, wonderfully aſſiſts in applying the 
truth, to the particular caſes and circumſtan ces 


af thoſe, with whom a Miniſter is concerned, 
eſpecially in directing perſons. under the preſſure 


af a wWounded ſpirit. Every one ſhould be able 


ta ſay, bleſſed be the GOD of all comfort, who com- 
forteth- us in all our tribulations, that we may be 
able to comfort others, that are in any trouble, with- 


ite comfort wherewith we ourſelves are comforted of © 


GOD. 3 


I wiLL now mention ſome of the poſitive. duties. 
to be performed. by: Miniſters of CHRIST, in the 


fulfilment of their office. 


Fux mult faithfully preach the law of Go, and 


the goſpel of Jzsus CnRIsT. This was given in 
ſolemn charge to Timothy, by Saint Paul, preach: 
the wond---the pure uncorrupted word of Gop. 
They muſt nat come to their people, in their own 
name; they muſt come in the name of CHRIST 
their Lond. Their meſſages muſt not be of their 
own inventions; but the pure truth, and word of 


Gon; for it is their buſineſs: to teach the character 


of CuxisT, the benefits of his purchaſe, and the 
| = | 5 riches 
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riches of his grace, to a loſt: and periſhing world; 
agreeable ro the-ſacred oracles, and the teſtimony 


of unerring truth. Hear Paul's diſcription of his 


own manner, And I, brethren, when I came to 


you, came not with | excellency of ſpeech or wiſe 


dom, declaring unto you the teſtimony of God; for 
I determined not to know any thing among you, 


| ſave Irsus ChRISsT, and him crucified. * Hence we 


find a crucified Savioux, and the doctrines of 
redemption, almoſt univerſally the ſubjects of his 
preaching, ſubjects ſweet and agreeable | [ the center 
in which all the lines of divine truth meet. As 


{| theſe were the principal ſubjects of his preaching ; 
ſo he vindicated his doctrines by the : teſtimony of 


Gon. 


teach; 


This ſhould be the manner of all —— 
they ſnould have recourſe to the law and 


teſtimony, take all their direction from the word 
of Gop, and accept this their guide and council in 


every part of their ſacred work. If they would 
be found ſkilful and ſucceſsful miniſters. of CHRIS r, 
the weapons of their warfare, ſhould uot be carnal, 
but ſpiritual and mighty through Gop to the Pull. 


ing down of ſtrong holds; + And all the arguments, 


motives and pertuaſives, they bring to their people, 
ſhould be derived from the ſacred ſpring and foun- 


tain of truth. 


Morxtoves, Miniſters ſhould not only preach the 
law of Gop, and goſpel of Cx ISH; but they mult 
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WAT EVER Gop hath revealed in his word, 


which concerns his own honor, or the ſalvation of 
_ peithing men, muſt by the teacher of the church, 
be 


fully and faithfully inculcated on thoſe who hear, 


This is no more than ſimple compliance with the 
deſigns of heaven, and co-operation with Gop, in 
what he hath done for the ſalvation of ſinners, 
The principal things God deſigned in the revelati- 
-on of his will, were a diſplay of his grace to thoſe 
who needed it, and the advancement of his own 
viſible honor and glory. But how can theſe ends 
be reached, unleſs this grace be fully known and 


ynderſtood by men. I am made a Miniſter, ſaith 
Paul, according to the diſpenſation of God, which 


is given to me for you to fulfil the word of Gop 
even the myſtery which hath been hid from gener- 
ations, and from ages; but now is made manifeſt 


to his ſaints, to whom Gop would make known, 
what is the riches of the glory of this myftery a- 
mong the Gentiles, which is CHRIS, in you the 


hope of glory. Whom we preach, warning every 
man, and teaching every man, in all wiſdom ; that 
we may preſent every man, perfect in CHRIST IE. 


sus. One principal end of the very public appear- 
ance CHRIS TH made in his incarnation, death and 
ſufferings was, that knowledge of himfelf, that the 
grace and wiſdom of Gor, in the redemption of 
men, might be univerſally manifeſted. For thefe 
things were not done in a corner; but pur- 
poſely before many witneſſes, in view of the world. 
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all men; 
all the council: of 
damental doctrines of tl 
ſhould be cloſe attention; ſuch doctrines as theſe, . 
eternal election, original fin, the imputation of 
CarisT's righteouſneſs, juſtiſication- by. faith a- 
lone, the neceſſity of ſpecial grace in converſion, 
the ſaints perſeverance in holineſs unto eternal 
life. Theſe doctrines are the principal baſis and 
foundation on which the ſuperſtructure. of our holy 
religion ſtands : theſe doctrines muſt therefore be 
opened, explained, confirmed and defencled from 
the ſacred orac les, where they are abundatly aſſert- 
ed. Gob's ſovereignty in the beſtowment of his 
grace, the mediation, ſatisfaction and - interceſſion 
of CHRIST, the only procuring caule of falvation, 
ſhould be diſplayed with force and energy. 
THrar mankind . may receive ſaving advantage 
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Since the providence of Gop, hath ſo remarkably 
appeared, in diſperſing the knowledge of the goſ- 
pel; miniſters, who are the heralds of CHRIST to 
publiſh his grace, and the doctrines of redemption, 
mult carefully ſpeak the whole truth; or they will 
ſhew themſelves unfaithful, both to Gop and man. 
They ſhould. be able, with truth to adopt the pa- 
thetic valedictory of Paul, left on ſacred record 
for our inſtruction. 
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And now ye all, among woom ] 


bave gone preaching the kingdom of God: I take ye 
to record this day, that I am pure ſrem- the blood of 
for. I have not fhinned 4 declare to yo, 
God, * To the 


B 2 


0 Ads, XX. 35, 27. 


reat - and fun- 
chriſtian religion, there 


22 AN ORDINATION SFRMON. 


trom the goſpel, they muſt be taught the abſolute 
neceſſity of an experimental acquaintance with the 
truth; or a fpecial application of CHRIST's pur- 
chaſe to the ſoul, for what will an unapplied 
CHRIST avail ? However diſtaſteful it may be, they 
muſt be taught the miſerable, loſt and guilty 
ſtate of men by nature; that they are children of 
wrath, and ſpiritually dead in fin, under the curſe 
of a broken law ; unable to do any thing for their 
own juſtification, before Goo. They muſt be 
taught the neceſſity and importance of; regenerati- 
on, or the new birth; in which change all the 
powers and faculties of the mind are rectified, and 
a foundation laid in the {eart for holy action, by 
the ſupernatural operation and efficiency of theHoly 
Ghoſt. They muſt be taught a vital union to 
-CnRIsT by a lively faith, the fulneſs, ſuitableneſs 
and ſufficiency of his grace, for the juſtification, 
pardon and complcat ſalvation of every one which 
believeth. To give this inſtruction CHRIS ſends his 
miniſters----Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
goſpel to every creature ; he that believeth and 1s 
baptized {hall be {aved ; but he that believeth not 


ſhall be damned.* . Critical and faithful application 


to the different ſtate of their hearers 1s another 
thing, to which they mult attend in their preaching. 
Sometimes they muſt become ſons of thunder, to 
rouſe the ſleepy and ſecure ; ſometimes ſons of 
conſolation, to adminiſter comfort to the diſcon- 
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for their conviction, agreeable to the 


us; by the waſhing 


Ilſaiah lviii. 11. 
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folate. To the careleſs, unbelieving and impeni. 
tent, they ſhould declare the curſes of a broken law, 
prophetic 
— cry aloud and ſpare not, lift up thy voice like 


— and ſhew my people their tranſgreſſions, and 
the of Jacob their 5 1s.+ To deſponding ſinners, 


chill, enquiring the way te Zion, the fulneſs 


of the merits and grace of CHRIS muſt be diſplay- 


ed to the diſconſolate children of God, the en- 
couragements and promiſes of the goſp el, the 
muſt ſtrengthen the weak hands, and cis the feeble 
knees ;,, ſay to them, that are of a fearful heart, be = 
fear not. Behold your God will come with vengeance, 
even GOD with a rec ce, he will come and ſave 
you. T To conclude this head of diſcourſe. They 
mult urge on their people, the nature and neceſſity 
of holineſs, as the only way to ſee Gop. Though we 
are not to give good works, or perſonal holineſs 


the credit of juſtifying us before Gop ; yet they 
ought to be inculcated, as the — I: fruit of a 
true and juſtifying faith. 


Hence we find the apoſtle giving direction to 
Titus in this caſe. Not by works of righteouſneſs, 
which we have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved 
of regeneration, and the renewing 
of theHolyGhoſt, which he ſhed on us abundanth, through 


'FESUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR , that — e by 


his Brace, we ſhould be made beirs, according i to the hope 


of 


T Ifaiab xxxv. 3, 4. 
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of eternal life, This is a fait hful ſaying, and theſe things 
Twill that thou afſirm conſtantly ,, that they which have 
believed in GOD, might be careful to maintain good 
works, theſe things are good and profitable to men. & In 
this manner, notwithſtanding all impediments, 
miniſters of the goſpel, muſt labour with courage, 
conſtancy and faithfulneſs, to. fulfil the duties of 
their truſt. — | 


r oye OP OBEY PIES. SHE” RO” hs 


III. It is a matter of the greateſt importance, | 
that miniſters of the goſpel faithfully fulfil their 
miniſtry, or make full proof it. 


1ſt. This appears from what. Paul ſuggeſted to 
Timothy, that the time would come, when men wou!d 
not endure ſound dofirive , but turn away their ears 
from the treth, The apoſtle did not mention this, 
as an evil that would take place. in futurity, of 
which there was then no appearances in the churchz 
but he meant to intimate that it would encreaſe, 
more and more in the world, which hath been the 
caſe down to the preſent day. If we look abroad, 
and behold the world, we cannot but ſee the myſtery 
of iniquity working, and ſpreading almoſt through 
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the church. It is a dark and melancholy day in 
the church. How little of the power of Godlineſs, 
and exerciſe of vital piety, is found among the 
profeſſing people af Gop ! The. love of many 
waxes cold, iniquity abounds, and what ſerves to 
augment the gloomy aſpect, 1s the encreaſe and 

ſpread: 
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| fpread of error in the Church; whereby all which 


is dear to the people of Gop is threatened. By 
this means, the ancient doctrines of the ſcriptures, 
the divinity of our venerable fathers, is in a mea- 
{ure loſt; and the peculiar honor, the inexpreſſible 
glory of the great Repetmer ſhamefully eclipſed. 
Hence it appears to be of e that 
miniſters whoſe buſineſs is to ſtand in defence of 
the goipel ; to plead the cauſe of Gop; and unite 
mankind to ChRisr on ine terms of the goſpel, 
ſhould faithfully tulfil their miniftry, | 


2d. Tre perſonal intereſt of miniſters makes it 
a matter of the higheſt importance, that they fulfil 
the duties of their office with faithfulneſs. A moſt 
folemn charge, and the oath of Gop is binding on 
them. Being made ſpiritual watchmen, and the 
ſtewards of Gop, reſponſible to him; they muſt 
watch for ſouls, as thoſe who are to give an ac- 
count of their ſtewardſhip. And what a dreadful 
account will careleſs watchmen of the church have 
to give, in that day when the LORD JESUS CHRIST 
ſhall be revealed from heaven, taking vengeance 
on the diſobedient and unfaithful. 


Tur will not only have to ſtand in their own 
lot like other men; but give an account of the's 
ſtewardſhip as miniſters, and their unfaithfulneſr 
in the LoRp's work. There is a dreadful curſe 
pronounced on thoſe who do the Lorp's work de- 
ceitfully, and this will take place, in the moſt 
eminent manner, on unfaithiul miniſters. No 

C tongue 
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| tongue can tell, no words illuſtrate, no heart eon- | 
if, ceive what horror, anguiſh and diſpair will torment g 
. their guilty minds, when, added to all their other / 
[18 crimes, the blood of ſouls ſhall cry for vengeance | r 
on them. On the other hand, fuch as are found | { 
N faithfully to fulfil their miniſtry, will have a dif- | : 
[ tinguiſhed reward of grace conferred on them. f 
| 'Such are continually unto Gop, a fweet ſaviour of | a 
| CarsT, both in them that are ſaved, and them that f. 
| periſh, and ſhall finally be poſſeſſed of everlaſting | h 
F reſt. Who then is a faithful and wiſe ſervant, | a! 
1 whom his Loxp hath made ruler over his houſhold, | c 
oo to give them their meat in due Seaſon ; bleſſed is | C 
1 that ſervent, whom his Lon Dp when he cometh, In 
14 3d. TüV are engaged in the work of GOD, : 
IN therefore it is a matter of the greateſt importance, 4 
dſcat they fulfil their miniſtry faithfully. Being | © 
1 the embaſſadors of CHRIS, their buſineſs is not to C 
gain the love of men to themſelves ; but to per- 2 
| Fade them to love and admire the Repzzmes. | 
f If we conſider in what a high and honourable work | gh 
13 they ar loyed, and the infinite condeſcention | + 
1 y are employed, 
47 of Gop in putting them into the miniſtry; they | Þ! 
r muit be faithful or ſnew themſelves not only guilty 
14 of common ſin, but the greateſt ingratitude. in 
18 | 4th. Taz importance of a faithful ſulfilment of de 
TY their miniſtry appears, from conſidering the worth 
Ty and preciouſneſs of immortal ſouls. Our Saviour 
| | | has intimated the inexpreſſible worth of the on - 
as | thele 
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\ 5 
n- | theſe words, at fhall it profit a man, if be ſpall 
nt gain the whole world, and looſe his own ſoul; or what- 
er all a man give in exchange for his ſoul ! * All the 
ce | riches and glory of this world are an inferior con- 
nd | fideration, when compared with the ſouls of men, 
li- | the redemption of which is precious, and ceaſeth 
m. from men forever, That they are of infinite wort h 
of | appears from what the great RamsoMER hath done 
hat for our redemtion. For this he veiled his divinity in 
ng | humanity, ſubjected himſelf to ſorrow, ignominy 
nt, | and diſgrace, and even ſhed his blood on the ac- 
Id, | curſed tree. The care of theſe ſouls for whom 
is | CaxisT died, is committed to thoſe of us who are 
th, | miniſters; and our work is connected with their 
I ſalvation, which in a meaſure depends on our faith- 
ful fulfilment of our miniſtry, When we conſider | 
we | the danger there is of this charge being loſt, from 
- 2? | their own indiſpoſition to virtue; from their back= 
ing g | 
wardneſs to comply with the terms of life by Jzsus 
w__ 20 and f the ied .dilligence of 
er. | CHRIST ;, and from the unwearied dillig 
3 ſatan, to prevent their eternal ſalvation, it appears a 
[ER, f | 9 
ork matter of the greateſt importance, that miniſters | 
tion ſhould faithfully fulfil their truſt, and make full 
hey proof of their miniſtry, | 
ilty ] Tur remainder of this diſcourſe ſnall be ſome 
inferences and application. From what has been 
delivered we. learn, 
at of | © | 
orth iſt. AccoRDING: as miniſters are. faithful or un- 
oUR || faithful 
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faithful in their LoRD's work; they are the hap- 
eſt or moſt miſerable men in the world. If faith- 
ful, they ſhall not only have an approving conſcience, 
and the approbation of Gop in this life; but a diſ- 
tinguiſhed reward of grace in the glory of Heaven. 
They that be <viſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment, and they that turn many to righteeuneſs, as the: 
the fars forever and ever, F If unfaithful, they 


will be moſt miſerable, unhappy in this lite,. 


and ſubjected to a condemnation moſt fearful and. 


attended with many peculiar aggravations. 


2d. Tho? the work of the miniſtry be great and 
difficult, yet it is an employment high, noble and ho- 
norable. TheREDEEMER calls, commiſſions and im- 
proves them embaſſadors for him, they do his 
work, plead his caufe, ſeek his honor, and the ad- 


vancement of his kingdom i in the hearts of men. 


Though they are called into a field of danger, to 
encounter many trials, and meet much oppoſition ;, 
though they are often loaded with ſcandal and re- 


proach, by ungodly men, urged on by ſatan ; yet 


tor their conſolation they ſhould remember this is 
no more than was received by our Lonp, in whoſe 
ſervice they are engaged. 


zd. We further learn to whom miniſters muſt 
repair for all needed aid, help, and ſupplies of grace. 
They muſt repair to Ixsvs CHRIST whom they 
ſerve, for all that wiſdom, prudence, ſtrength, courage 
and reſolution they need to diſcharge in a right 
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| ſhould. hear carefully, 
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manner their duty, and fulfil the truſts committed 
to them. To this Paul exhorted Timothy, Be ſtroug 
in the grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.t 


4. IF the work of the miniſtry be great and dif- 
ficult, how unreaſonable, ſinful, and cruel are 
thoſe perſons, and that people, who inftead of 
ſtrengthening the hands, and encouraging the hearts 
of their Miniſters, are doing much to retard their 
uſefulneſs, and add a. weight to their burden, by 
which their work. is made much more difficult than 
it would otherwiſe be. 


Fr 1s eaſy to conceive how the labour and toil" 
of the . miniſtry may be encreaſed, and rendered 
inſupportable, by the carriage of thoſe among 
whom they labour. If their people are dif oſed 
to find fault with every thing they ſay 2 do; 
i* they are hard to he pleaſed, "of a N rigid, 


jealous and cenſorious ſpirit, with. what uneaſineſs 


and pain muſt a miniſter perform even the moſt 
common parts of his office. Perſons of that tem- 
per ſhew themſelves enemies to CHRIST, and the 
ſalvation of their own fouls. 


5. Ir Goſpel Miniſters muſt fulfil their miniſtry 
faithfully, preach the word of Gop, and ſeek the 
ſalvation of men in every method ; the people 
and attend diligently and 
faithfully to what is delivered. Without this, 

the 
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the moſt faithful and laborious miniſtry will be 
unprofitable to their people, and ſerve to enhance 
their guilt, and bring on a more aggravated con- 
demnation. How inexcuſable are thoſe, who not- 
withſtanding the reproof, council, and admoni- 
tion of Goy's ward, remain at eaſe in Zion, in a 
{late of ſecurity, living in neglect of Gor, CHRIST, 
and the great ſalvation. Such as theſe, do not 
conſider that the day of the Lord is at hand, when 
(30D will judge the ſecrets of men according to 
the fame goſpel which they now hear preached. 


_ How will they eſcape, if they neglect ſo great ſalva- 


tion? what will they do, inthe day of viſitation, 
when Gop comes to execute vengeance? what will. 
be their fenfations in the hour of death? their re- 
flections, when CHRIST ſhall be revealed from 
Heaven, with his Angels, in flaming fire, tak- 
ing vengeance on them that know net 'Gop, and 
obey not the Goſpel of CHRIST. . 

I wiLL conclude with ſome addreſſes: 

FizxsT, to him who is now ſolemnly to be ſet 
apart by prayer, and the laying on the hands of 


the Preſbytery, and take charge of this Church of 
CHRIST. | 


f 


My pax Sox, with all the affection and ten- 
der feelings of a Father, I addreſs you on this 
ſolemn occaſion. This Council proceeding to ſet 
you apart to the moſt ſacred employment in the 
world, according to the eſtabliſhed order of the 

at . Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, by ſolemn prayer, and the impoſition of 


hands; may ferve as evidence to yon, and this 
people, that they efteem you worthy to take part 
with them in the miniftry, Judging you apreeable 
to the revealed will of Gop, called, qualified, and 
fent forth into the Loxy's harveſt. 


As by divine providence, a door is now o- 


pened for your public improvement in the viſible 
church of Gop; I deſire with my whole heart, 
to devote and give you up to CHRIST, to be im- 


proved in his fervice, for the building up his 
kingdom, and the advancement of his glory; 
wiſhing you grace, mercy and peace from Gop 
the FaTHER, and our Lord Fesus ChrISr., You 
are now going to take the care and charge of im- 
mortal ſouls, and act a part for CauzrsT, his am- 
baſfador, in his name, to perfuade men to be re- 
conciled to Gop. PH 5 

THAT you may be in the beſt manner quali- 
fied for the work, and found ſucceſsful therein; 


ſee that CHRISH be formed in your on heart, 
that you be united to him by a living faith, and 


reconciled to Gor, thro' the MEDIATOR. If this 
is the caſe, you will be entitled to divine favour, 


and find the benefit and comfort, of that graci- 
ous premiſe of CHRIST, to his Miniſters; Lo! T 
am with you always, to the end of the world. The 
work on which you are entering, is great and im- 
portant, difficult and arduous. I doubt not but 
you have viewed it in that light, and that your 

mind 
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mind 1s now employed with much ſerious thought- 
fulneſs, on the charge you are preſently to receive. 


Yet I will fay, not to diſcourage, but that you 


may be forewarned; it is probable, numberleſs 
unexpected, unthought of difficulties, trials and 
diſcouragements will attend you, in the courſe 
of your miniſtry. The nature of your work, 
and office, is ſuch attended with ſo much care 
and labour, that you will find it moſt difficult 
to perform the duties it demands. You muſt ex- 
pect many diſcouragements from within; and it 
you are faithful, not a few impediments from 
without. | 


So great and difficult is the work, that the 


ſtrength of an Angel is not ſufficient to ſupport, 


therefore the Apoſtle ſo emphatically expreſſes 
himſelf, Io is ſufficient for theſe things? but be 
not diſcouraged, hear the words of the ſame Apoſ- 


tle, Let none of theſe things move you, neither count 


you your life dear to yourſelf, ſo that you may finiſh 
your courfe with joy, and the miniſtry which you re- 
ceive of the LORD FESUS, to teſtify the Goſpel of 
_ the grace of God. For your encouragement, remem- 
ber, that you are not to engage in the work in 
your own ſtrength, or the ſtrength of an Angel, 
but the ſtrength of the LoRxD JEsus, whom you 
muſt faithfully ſerve. It is CrnrsT that calls, 
commiſſions and improves you, to plead the cauſe 
of virtue; in all things then, be concerned to 


pleaſe him by whom you are commiſſioned, Let 


your only dependance be on his grace, ſtrength 


—_— 


and 


r / 


ſucceſsful in your work. As you would be ſtrong 
in the grace that is in CHRIS Jesvs, live every 
day by faith in him, deeply ſenſible without 
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and preſence, to make you ſkillful, faithful, and 


CHRIST you can do nothing. Remember, how 
great ſoever the difficlties of your work are, the 


| Loxp is able to bear you up, and carry you 


through---- OM yourſelf a good fteward of the. 
myſteries of Gop----preach not with enticing words, 
which the wiſdom. of man teacheth; but the ſa- 
cred doctrines of the Goſpel, taught by the HoLyv. 
GHOST; be cloſe and pungent in the applicati- 
ons of truth, commending yourſelf to every man's 
conſcience in the ſight of t 


_ Taink it not ſufficient, that your people have 
the theory of the doctrines of the goſpel----la- * 
bour to bring them experimentally acquainted 
with the truth, --travail in birth, until CHRIS 
be formed in them, _---let a crucified Saviour, and 
the unſearchable riches of his grace, be the prin- 
cipal ſubjects of your preaching, ----infift much 
on the God-exalting, foul-humbling truths or 
the goſpel----go daily to Gop by fervent pray- 
er, for the guidance and direction of his holy 
ſpirit, to make you labourious and faithful in 
the diſcharge of your ſacred office, For your 
encouragement; conſider not only the honour of 
Gop, but the eternal intereſt of your own, and 
the dear ſouls of this people, over whom ycu are. 
placed. If you arc found faithful, tho* Iſrael be 

C2 7 not. 
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not gathered, you ſhall be glorious in, the eyes 
of your Lorp, and your Gop ſhall be your 
ſtrength. My Son, conſider what I ſay, may 
the — 2 with, bleſs and proſper you, give 
ou underſtanding in all things, and enable you 
ſo to fulfil your miniſtry, as finally to receive the 
Divine approbation of, Vell done, good and faithful 
Jervant, enter thou into the joy of thy LORD. 


My addreſs turns to the Church of Cunisr, and 
the Congregation in this Society. 


BELOVED BRETHREN, and FRIENDS; 


I pxsiRE to condole with you, in the remem- 
brance of the frown of Providence that has been 
on you, in the removal of your late Reverend and 
worthy Paſtor * by death. Fho' the hand was juſt, 
the ſtroke was heavy, the breach. great and wide. 
May it be ſanctified to us all, beth minifters and 
people. In the mean time, the goodneſs of Gop 

ſhould be acknowledged, that while the dark 
cloud was fpread over you, while you were left 
as ſheep without a ſhepherd, the great Shep- 
herd of Iſrael, who neither ſfumbers nor ſleeps, 
has watched over you for good, held you toge- 


ther as brethren in the bands of love, peace, and 
unity, and now opened the way for the re-ſettle- 
ment of the Goſpel miniſtry among you, with 
great unanimity. And ſeeing it has pleaſed "3 


——_— 
ti. 


i. 2 


The Rev'd. e Dor, 
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by his. holy providence, to incline you to ele& 


one, connected with me by the tendereſt ties of 


nature, to the miniſterial office among you, to 


to take the paſtoral charge of the flock of CHRIST 
in this Society, and inclined him to accept your in- 


vitation; I do now expreſs my acquiefcence in the 


diſpoſal of Divine Providence, that he ſhould be 
your miniſter to ſerve you inthe Goſpel of CHRIS r. 


My earneft deſire and prayer to Gop is, that he 


may be enriched with all miniſterial gifts and graces; 
made an able and faithful miniſter of the new teſ- 
tament; be ſent by Gop unto you, in the fulneſs 
of the blefling of the Goſpel of peace; prove a re- 


al bleſſing to you and your children, and be hap- 


pily inſtrumental of turning many to righteouſneſs, 
and gathering a large harveſt of ſouls to CHRIST, in 
this place. I deſire you to receive him as a meſſen- 
ger of the Load of Hosts, as a real miniſter: of 
CHRIS r, and eſteem him highly in love for his work's 


fake. My Brethren, you have heard the work of 


the miniſtry to be a great and difficult work, there- 
fore be entreated to ſtand at the greateſt diſtance 
from every thing that may tend to prevent and hin- 
der his . nothing to weaken and diſ- 
courage him, but all in your power to ſtrengthen 


his hands, and encourage his heart in the work of 


the Lon p- treat him at all times with tenderneſs, 
love, and reſpect - be very tender of his character 


and reputation, and always ready to defend it a- 


gainſt the inſinuations of ſlanderous tongues. In - 
tpectal, I defire you, my brethren, to bear him on 
3% OL your 
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your hearts at the throne of grace pray much, 


and earneſtly, ſtrive together in prayer to Gop for 


him, that all his labours among you, may be crown- 
ed with abundant ſucceſs, in the ſalvaiion of your 
_ Great bleſſings have been given to the churcli 
of Gop in anſwer to prayer.---A praying [ 

contribute much to 5 — of . 
niſtry. Seeing your miniſter comes to you, in the 
name of the Lord, a meſſenger of CHRISTH, to 


publiſh the unſearchable riches of his grace; that 


you may receive new covenant bleſſings in anſwer | 
to . receive the word preached by him, 
not as the word of man, but the word of the Liv- 
ing Gop; yea, receive with meekneſs the ingrafted 
word, which is able to ſave your ſouls. Let the pure 
doctrines of the goſpel, which I truſt your miniſter 
will preach to you, be the delight of your hearts. 
Do you, together with him, be ſtedfaſt and unmovea- 
ble in theſe things, always abonuding in theſe things, 

inaſmuch as ye know, that your labour ſhall not 
be in vain in the LoR D. | 


Now, unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling; and to preſent you faultleſs before the pre- 


ſence of his glory, with exceeding joy; to the on- 


ly wiſe Gop, our Savrovs, be glory and majeſty, 


dominion and power, both now. andever, Amen, 


1 


